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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The or ig ina l  Fairfax County cour thouse  building was cons t ruc ted  in 1799, after a 
design by James Wren, a na t ive  of King George County and a long- time res ident  of Fair fax  
C o u n t y .  The courthouse can best be described as a modified t own- ha l l  t ype  structure and 
was the  prototype for many ather Virginia courthouses. 

The two-s to ry ,F lemiskbond  brick bu i ld ing ' s  entrance is through the center bay of 
t h e  three-bay arcaded gable end. An octagonal cupola,  surmounted by a f i n i a l  and weather- 
vane, crowns  the roof l ine .  The cupola is set: back behind t h e  arcade, located between the 
t h i r d  and four th  bays o f  the four-bay southern facade. The roof i s  shingled. Three 
slender i n t e r i o r  chimney stacks rise from the roof:one located at the peak of the  roof 
on the facade; the others are found parallel to the arcade to the n o r t h  and south of the 
cupola. The ground-floor fenestration c o n s i s t s  of double-hunq,twelve-over-twelve sash 
while the second-floor windows are double-hung,twelve-over-eiqht sash. A stone b e l t  
course girdles the arcade a t  the  springpoints of the arches,and each arch is surmounted 
by a stone keystone. A round fan  vent  graces the apex of the facade gable. 

The courthouse i n t e r i o r  was restored from 1964-1967 under t h e  supervision of M r .  GY; 
Walter Macomber, restoration archi tect .  Only three items in the in te r ior  of the building 
are o r i g i n a l  - a beam and two of the columns supporting the balcony. The most impoxtant 
arch i tec tu ra l  features of t h e  restored two- story court  chamber i nc lude  t h e  carved panel- 
i n g ,  blind pedimented architrave behind the judge's seat, the  jury box, the f i r e p l a c e s ,  
and the balcony. The b r i c k  f loor ing  of the foyer  and the  wooden flooring of the specta- 
t o r  section and j u d i c i a l  area are graduated, The pinewood benches in this section are 
pews from the  Jerusalem Bapt is t  Church {Payne's Chapel) near Fairfax Station,which were 
moved to the courthouse during the ~ e c o n s t r u c t i o n  era. An unadorned banister par t i t ions  
of f  the space reserved for the counselorsf tables, judge's bench,and w i t n e s s  and jury boxes. 
The plain, open staircases and banisters leading t o  t h e  balcony and ju ry  room re f l ec t  the 
Federal s t y l e .  Beneath one staircase is a closet,z,nd under the other is a staircase which 
descends to a small barren baserrLent which accommodates a modern mechanical euuipment . ,. 
system. 

. Located d i r e c t l y  behind the courthouse is t h e  o ld  jail building, constructed in 1885. 
Its materials and cons t ruc t i on  indicate  tha t  the o r i g i n a l  portion was added t o  on two 
l a t e r  occasions. When f i n a l l y  completed, the jail was a two- story,^-shaped brick bui ld ing ,  
with a one-story wooden porch across the full length o f  the  f ron t ,  In the original sec- 
t i o n  ( fac ing  onto t h e  t u rnp ike )  the windows have p l a i n  wooden pediments. The cornice 
and chimney tops are corbelled, and there are i r on  cresting and f i n i a l s  on the ridge of 
t he  hipped roof.  In the second section, which forms part of the s t e m  of the  "T," there 
are segmental arches over the windows and an ornamental cornice consisting of a course of 
bricks laid vertically. In t h e  third section, which completes the  stem of the "TI" the  
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brickwork is laid in Flemish k n d  (matching the  courthouse brickwork in contrast to the -. 'L- 

common bond o f  the  rest of t h e  jail), and t h e  windows are topped w i t h  f l a t  arches. The 
second and th i rd  parts of the building are covered with a gable roof. 

JLF and Elizabeth S. David 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATIQN 

The boundary has been drawn to include o n l y  the northernmost portion of p re sen t  
courthouse l o t ,  the o r i g i n a l  courthouse block in the old wing of t h e  present courthouse 
complex, and the old jail northwest of it. The 1930 add i t i on  to the  o r i g i n a l  courthouse 
has been ~ c l u d e d .  














